10 Ways to Enjoy Your Work
& Make Money in Mining

A Guide for New and Experienced Miners

Are you new to the mining game and looking to make the best of your career straight
out of the gate and snare your share of the big bucks on offer?
Maybe you’ve kicked off your career, but not completely happy with where you’re at and
wondering if you could be getting more out of the industry?
Or perhaps you’re somewhere mid-career thinking that this is all there is and maybe you
should move on, move up or move out of the industry?
No matter which of these categories you see yourself in, this guide – 10 Ways to Enjoy
Your Work & Make Money in Mining – has something to offer you – whether that’s
enjoying your work and life more, making the most of your income or even planning a
future beyond mining. For many, it’s all of the above.

About This Guide

This guide brings together the thoughts, knowledge and lessons learned from dozens
of miners, young and old, from across Australia and the world.
It came about with the intention of helping our clients at FACE Contracting make better
and more fulfilling choices when it comes to what they do for work, how they do it and
where they do it.
To do this, we’ve picked the brains of miners of all types and experience levels we’ve
worked with over the years, and from feedback received from those we’ve placed
through FACE Contracting. As well as the pearls of wisdom we’ve gained from our
guests on the Full Production podcast.

How It Works
The guide is broken up into five tips for enjoying your work life more, and five for
making the most of your money. As you’ll see, these tips flow on from each other and
build on the one before to create a complete picture of how you can make the most of
your time in the industry – on-site, off-site and in your life beyond mining.

Enjoy Your Work
One: Understand why you work
On a basic level we all know why we work: To pay the rent, support our families, pay
off debts and alike, all that day-to-day living stuff. But this kind of blinkered, short-term
thinking can really put you on a treadmill of dissatisfaction.
‘The key is being clear about your goals and having a plan in place’
It might sound a bit woo-woo at first, but think about your why on a deeper level. You
might want to retire in X number of years. Maybe you want to pay off the family farm.
Maybe you want to start your own mining company. That’s completely up to you. But be
clear about your goal or goals. What will get you up in the morning? What will give you
peace of mind in the long term?
Keep it simple. Start with a blank piece of paper, a sharp pencil and some quiet time.
This is where you put your plan on paper. The clearer you are and the more concrete
your goals and timeframes, the more likely you are to achieve them.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 12 of Full Production: Peter Finn on Aligning Your Values, Making
Mining More Human, and Making an Impact, with Brett Robbo
And check out this article on our blog

Two: Choose your workplace carefully
The dollar signs and the zeros are eye catching at first, but don’t base the decision of
where you work purely on the money. Ask any miner who’s been around a while and
they’ll likely tell you that the money won’t make up for bad relationships, poor health
and simply not enjoying your time at work – life is too short.
‘Life is short – enjoy your work and those you work with’
Sometimes choosing where you work can be a bit like choosing who you marry, and
sometimes more important. Here are some things to consider: Will it adversely affect
my personal relationships; will it be detrimental to my health and wellbeing; will I
get a sense of achievement and fulfillment from the role; will I be happy working my
colleagues for long periods of time. And more will probably come to you as you read
this guide.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 11 of Full Production: Tony Andrews on A Life In Mining, Miners’
Health and The Lessons Of History

Three: Your relationships are key
The myth of the indestructible miner is just that: A myth. Solid and happy relationships
are essential in any walk of life, but particularly in mining where many miners are faced
with working in remote and difficult conditions and spending time away from family
and friends.
‘When you’re on your deathbed, the only thing that matters is your relationships’
It’s important to develop and maintain your relationships on both a personal and
professional level. Part of this is about embracing your weaknesses, if you’re struggling,
talk about how you are feeling, don’t let things get toxic, and don’t let good relationships
fall by the wayside. That works both on-site and off.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 1 of Full Production: Embracing Entrepreneurship and
Surrounding Yourself With the Right People
And check out this article on our blog.

Four: Don’t neglect your health and wellbeing
Like relationships, our physical and mental health is something we miners often put on
the backburner. Naturally, if you’re not feeling your best you’re not going to function at
your best. It can become a vicious cycle. The more you neglect your health the more it
impacts on the standard of your work.
‘If you’re not feeling your best, you can’t function at your best’
The fact is, life on a remote site, particularly, can be tough and turning to drugs and
alcohol is common. It’s important to step away from the work-pub-work cycle and
look for activities that will stimulate you both physically and mentally without the side
effects. That’s not saying you have to become a teetotaler, but just keep the balance in
mind.
For many people, it’s making exercise a routine that proves key. Take a look at your
schedule and see where it can fit in for you. Then consider what you like to do, don’t
make it a chore. You might join a local footy league, make a regular gym spot, or, hey,
join a yoga class – we’re all modern miners here.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 9 of Full Production: Keeping Your Mining Site Safe and
Productive With John Claus

Five: Enjoy your down time in a positive way
Just like tip four above, this is about putting a bit of balance in your life. It’s about
mentally stepping away from your work week in a positive way. It’s important to make
a clear mental break from that work-pub-sleep-work kind of routine that can develop in
some mining environments.
‘Step away from your work week in a positive way and keep the balance in your life’
For many miners on hectic schedules this is the time to reconnect with partners, family
and friends. You might be the kind that likes to dip a line, hit the surf or the trail, or
whatever floats your boat. Just be sure to make time for it and do it regularly, and come
back refreshed.
Think about what’s going to recharge you in a positive way. Make a firm plan and stick
to it.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 15 of Full Production: Cameron Knight on Tapping the True
Potential of Your Team, Your Business and Yourself

Make Money in Mining
One: Get a plan in place
Working in mining is really a fantastic opportunity to rake in some serious coin. Though
it’s amazing how many miners end up living a paycheck-to-paycheck existence – with
nothing really to show for it after years of work. Don’t fall into this trap.
‘Set a path for your financial freedom’
Make the most of these days when the dough is rolling in and secure your financial
future. For most people, the best place to start is with some professional advice – a
trusted financial adviser or accountant is recommended. Think clearly about what
financial freedom means to you and how you see your future. Use this vision as a
basis for setting your short, medium and long-term financial goals and your plans for
achieving them. Get the advice of a professional financial adviser, accountant or other
trusted professional. Define a clear vision for what you want in life and let them help
you make the financial plan to achieve it.
Want to know more?
Check our Episode 13 of Full Production: Andrew Hartshorn on Saving Smart and
Preparing for Retirement

Two: Make your money work for you
Continuing on from the point above, think about how you can make the money you’re
earning now work for you over the long-term. When the good times are rolling along, it’s
easy to forget that mining is cyclical and can be fickle when it comes to employment.
‘Mining can be fickle. Plan for it.’
Investing in property and shares and other income producing investments is an
important way of protecting yourself against a downturn or shift in mining fortunes.
Income protection and other types of insurance might be another important
consideration in your plan, particularly if you’ve got a family.
Again, seeking professional and independent financial advice is the best place to start.
Do your homework before settling on an adviser. Be clear on commissions and fees.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 16 of Full Production: Müge Ozcan on Keeping Yourself
Protected, Legally, in the Mining Industry

Three: Use surplus income to enjoy yourself
All this talk about planning, saving and investing for the future doesn’t mean you should
give up all enjoyment in the present. Having interests and hobbies and fun outside of
your work is important for a full life and being a well-rounded person.
‘Set aside a fun fund and stick to it’
The important thing here is don’t make it all consuming financially – again, we’re back
at the balance thing. You can love your cars, your boats, overseas’ trips, or whatever,
that’s great. Decide on how much you can realistically set aside as surplus income and
stick to that amount.
Set aside a certain amount of your income for enjoyment and stick to it.
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 15 of Full Production: Cameron Knight on Tapping the True
Potential of Your Team, Your Business and Yourself

Four: Invest in yourself
There’s no doubt, one of the best investments you can make is investing in yourself.
This can mean different things to different people, and depends greatly on what you
consider important in life and what you want to achieve. In mining, this might even
mean additional training to keep up with industry changes.
‘Think of who’s doing what you want to do? How can you do it too?’
Think about how this applies to you and your future. Are you looking to further your
career in mining, perhaps moving into an industry or services related to mining or
perhaps something else altogether. What will you need to achieve this? What can you
do to set yourself on this path now?
Look around for mentors who are doing what you want to do. Offer to buy them a
beer or a coffee and pick their brain to see how they got there. What courses, training,
experience will you need to do it too?
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 15 of Full Production: Cameron Knight on Tapping the True
Potential of Your Team, Your Business and Yourself

Five: Chase a dream
No matter whether you love the mining industry or just the bucks it provides, the fact is,
you can’t do it forever. Where do you see yourself beyond mining? Is there something
that you’re passionate about?
‘What’s your dream beyond mining?’
In a way this brings together all of the points above. It’s about preparing financially, your
relationships and yourself for pursuing this dream. Even if that ‘something’ that you’re
passionate about isn’t immediately clear to you right now, it’s a useful mental exercise
in determining what your why is in life. Think about your why. Are you looking for
freedom, to create something, to be of service, to make a difference somehow? How
can you start pursuing that now?
Want to know more?
Check out Episode 3 of Full Production: Peter Payne on Community, Family Run
Businesses and Living Out Your Life’s Dreams

Need a hand? Give us a hoy

Mining can be an incredibly interesting, fulfilling and lucrative career, with an amazing
array of diversity and opportunity – if you do it right. On the flipside, it can be an
incredible pain in the bum, and even destructive, if you make the wrong choices.
This guide has been all about helping you set yourself up right; make the right choices
and get the most out of your mining career.
If you have any questions about your career and how these tips relate to it, feel free to
get in contact with us at FACE Contracting. We’re here to help.
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